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DCI BRIEFING FOR 
SENATOR STENNIS 


VIETNAM 
I. In North Vietnam, we are beginning to see some of 


the dGeméensions of the Soviet assistance program. 


A. We haveieaund three suriace-to-air missile 
sites SO iar, @.1 of them generally about 
ig miles or so from Hanoi to the south. At 
teast two of them are still under construction. 
gniy one oi the sites has any equipment in 
evidence ,.and our reconnaissance has detected 
WO Missiies yet. 
A Soviet diplomat recentiy said that there 
are a:a30 sites around the port city of 
Haiphong. We have no evidence to sub- 
glantiate this remark, but weather has 
prevented good photography of the Haiphong 


area (ur about a month. 
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The latest photography shows eight IL-28 BEAGLE light 


jet bombers tn North Vietnam, all ot them flown in 


across China trom the Soviet Union. There are also 


G3 


MIG-15 or MIG-17 jet fighters, and a tew more 


being asseubted. The first 44 of these were flown 


in 


in 


1. 


irom China, the rest have apparently been shipped 
trates from the Soviet Union. 

Another Soviet Giplomat has hinted that some of 
the jet fighters are being flown by sSeviet pilots. 
we have nO é@vidence of this, and believe that 
ihere are enough trained North Vietnamese pilots 
to hancle the aircraii they have on hand. 

On June 3, Communist jet tighters over North Viet- 
nam made their first attempt in two months to en- 
suye US aircraft. Four MIG fighters jumped two 

Un Navy fighters flying a protective patrol 

about 30 miles south of Hanoi. They fired un- 
guided gir-to-air nissiles which missed. One 

of our pilots obtained a lock-on with his radar on 
one of tne Communist jets, but his missile failed 
to fire, Before any further actton could be 
taken, the MiGa broke contact and took off for 


the North. 
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ARG oGViets are apparently alse providing the 
UPFC Vietnamese with more effective radars, 
and possibly antiaircraft ,guus. 
fhe latest phase of our air attacks on North 
Vietnam tnvoives some economic targets, such ag 
Thermai power plants and port facilities, and 
a iew targets just north of the 20th paraiiel., 
The major emphasis continues to be on military 
targets and transportation facilities. 
i. The North Vietnamese are uging ferries to 
fepiace destroyed bridges. This requires 
lighter loads, apd more trucks. Intercepted 
uessales ahow that thousands of workery 
Pun the northern part of tie country are 
being moved south to repair roads and bridges. 
in early June we received additional indications that 
ihe Nort! Vietnamese for the present are completely 
ualntereslead in discussing negotiationg. The North 
Vietbamese Foretgn Minister, talking to the chief 


wi the Canadian 1CC delegation, simply repeated 
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Pied 


ihe standard Hanol "Four Points” which center on the 


complete withdrawal of the US military presence in 
SOoath Vietnaw, 
if. Peiping is probably quite optimistic about Comeaunist 
prospects in South Vietnam, and the Chinese are al- 
most certainly encouraging the DRV anc Viet Cong to 
xeep the pressure on--and possibly to step up the 
pace of the war. Peipinz’s recent actions Suggest that 
the Chinese believe thts course has increased the 
Shinces of # US escalation which might involve air 
sirikes against targets inside China. 
A. 4a the vast few weeks Peiping has wade a concerted 
effort to ceter the US OY a series of new warnings 
concerning ihe possible c Ooneeyqueners, 


i. Chinese oropaganda and private statements 
byiéea¢ess in Peiping have apparently been 
caicuiatea toa underscore earlier threats that 
Communist China migni become nore directly in 
volved, and would respond to blows against 


China by launching a Korean-type war in 


Southeast Asia. 
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‘lect gen uine Chinose fears that tt 18 warnings 


ete, Uwe 
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‘There 1s, however, no evidence that. the 


“intervention of this sort at the present 


Mine. 
etyil defense preparations, which probably re- 


‘may have ro atfect. 


i 
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Chines 1 are ma}ci ng active preparations for 


i 


These warnings havo boen accompanied by tiereaséa 


it May to step up civil defense measures , expe- 


esaliy in southera regions. 


rf 


: Plans | ‘to evaciate nonessential eitizens to 


defensive. 


ja dozen cities, Numbrous localities have 


i 


ae noted conducting air raid arilis. and 


| 


bus Ldiing aar raid shelters. 


; 
} 


‘the countryside bave been reported from half 


| 
{ 


civil defense ‘preparations noted so fer should 


i 


“hot be taken as signs that the Chinese Lntena 


‘to initiate a major new mi li tary setibe ta 


‘Southeast Ania. No unusual troop aeploynants 


‘have been noted recently in South Chiha ‘an 


‘Chinese military posture in general appears 
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You continuing rail disruptions in south 
China probably reitlect priority shipment of 
military treight to North Vietnam from 
China and the USSR but are not oj} & magni- 
tude whéch wouid suggest any major Chinese 
troop movement. 


In South Vietnam, the expected summer offensive by 


25X11 | 


major focus is shifting. 


the Viet Cong has apparentty begun. she/oack and 
forth between the provinces in the north of the 
country, and those immeciately to the north ohd 
aortheast of Saigon. There are still major Viet 
Cong concentrations which have not »veen committed. 
A. Beginning with a wide-ranging series of attacks 
on main north-south Land communications at the 
und of May, action increased markediy in the 
nortbecn coastal provinces and highlands areas. 
The magor Viet Cong action in this area was 
BH reyimentai assault around the government 
vutpost of Ba Gia in Quang Ngai Province, 
in which three government oattalions were 
chewea up betore the V.et Cong were driven 


oii by airstrikes after three days. 
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2. thie omitle wae ceiiuwed by & satiag et i2 
succemecal Viet Comg ampusaes, aii out two 
of them im tae highlands Provinces bordering 
Lacs and Cambodia, | 

3. & Viet Cong whe defected on June ard in the 

| highlands province ef Phu Bon clained te be 
frou North Vietnam's 336th Biviaien, and al 
leged that ail three ef the division ‘s regi- 
ments are new in Kontum, Pleika, and Phu Bon 
provinces, Mis atatements are not centirned, 
but aiseable ferces were clearly invelved in 
recent sabushes in ail three provinces. | 

we. In the past few cays, Viet Cong activity has 
again been intense just ~«°= pertacaat of Saigen. 

intercepted communications indicate that the 7 

Viet Cong have set ug a tactical command ia this 

aran, ghich nerwaily impiies operations abext 

regimeatal Biresgth. | 


i. The seat serieus acties Acre was the teape— 


vary eeimare of the district tewn of Dong Zoui 


in Phuse Leng Province by a full Viet Goug 
regiment; at least one governnent reitezs bat- 
talica was mauled befexre the Conmaniets were 
driven out today with the aelp of sir support ; 


full casualties are wet yet Kaur. 
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4 ne . C. While we cannot yet be sure how extensive the a 
| : =: Vliet Cong offensive this sunser will be, we are 


inelined to believe that the Communists will te 


tensity existing patterns of classic guer~ 


<1 st cm nnn ee en 


ie oe rilla activity designed to isolate and erede' 
| | | goverumest forces, while avoiding major set- 
| Re tes piece batties where government air power can 


be brought to bear most effectively. 


g. us Strength in South Vietnam now szountsa to 


ot in tenement 


nonanaet 


about 53,500 men. About 21,000 of these are 
liated as combat forces. An Australian in- 
fantry battalion hes arrived, and the South 
Koreans are talking about sending a division to 
South Vietnan, 


Iv. The Wunt Governmeat in Saigon appears to be facing 


+ stern a cpeaeticnsetalia l ethene ney: member 


# major challenge to its survival, which is divert. 


le oe 1 Wie Netia tie aah, Brana tlh Pons 8 cer ey “ 
ean ans SiR ore aint Nar ny eal rahe aA staat ich inoue nsine ia ah Sebbesiinety Oi 


ing it from tae taske at hand. 


4&. ‘tne latest crisis grew out of Prenier Quat*s 
efforts to reshuffle hie cabinet, without ap- 
parentiy laying the groundwork as effectively 
aa ne did last month in getting the arny to 


ee co NO HS NR i tA aa ace hat 


stop its politicel intervention. 
TOP SECRET | 25X1. 
—— <7 


Approved For Release 2005/01/06 : CIA-RDP82R00025R000500180003-9 | 


acer cnapagmen ee ad “i evinelidinhaad 2s namemmrtan nema namamnininn 4 gee nantinita ss wihabsieaantons et 


refed nien ing pieces atin teprenane ene Ss ma: 


' 
= 
i 
A 
4 
: 
i 
ot 
o4 
4 
| 
f 


hesaalipicin, 


Lege ge st lt aloe ae nee ag Be pt a al 


toe drei tigninanrgeed xem 


vaste ten g: Sy de 


Approved For Release 2005/01/06 : CIA-RDP82R00025R000500180003-9 


yOP SECART 


lL. Chief of State Suu blocked two of omits hy 
new appointments on constitutional grounds, 
this gave Quat's critios among Bilitant 
Catholics and dissatisfied southern region- 
alista an opening to try to tepple the premier. 
2. heropposition is strong enough so that Quat | 
has been forced to appeal to the military to 
resolve the probles. 

@. While the military have appesred reiuctant te be- 
come involved in politics at a time when the war 
requires full attention, they are showing imps- 
tience over prolonged civilian quarreling; there 
is no assurance that they will tina c vty Wadd 
tind @® satisfactory solution short of having to 


resume affective political cortrol themselves. 
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